
EXCLUSIVE 3-COURSE DINNER

FOLLOWING WITH SWEET DESSERT

AND A BOTTLE OF BUBBLES. 

For thousands of years, the world waited for a Savior - who would be called

Jesus Christ, God's son. At Christmas time, we celebrate Christ's coming to

earth as a baby for us, and this is called 'Advent.'  Traditionally, each

Sunday leading up to Christmas is marked by a candle being lit. Candles

representing Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love remind us of the promise that a

Light would come to the World. 

Gather 5 candles and set them in a circle with one in the middle. Each week,

light one of the candles and go through the following Advent reflections. On

Christmas, also light the candle in the middle - the Christ candle.

family reflections

Christmas Day
On Christmas Day, light the final candle. Remember all that you have

read and prayed for over this Advent season and thank God for the
greatest gift of all - Jesus.

Advent



Long ago, the prophet Isaiah spoke these words of promise about Jesus to God's people.

"The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of

deep darkness, a light has dawned…For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the

government will be upon his shoulder, and his name will be called 'Wonderful Counselor,

Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.'" (Isaiah 9:2,6)

 

Long before Jesus was born, God promised it would be so. People joyfully celebrate

Christmas because God gave the world His own Son, the very first Christmas gift. Through

Jesus, we are able to have a right relationship with God again. In other words, we have

hope.

 

 

PRAY: Dear heavenly Father, as we begin the Advent season, teach us the true meaning of

Christmas. Each time we light the candle of hope, help us to think about your promise to

send Jesus, your Son, and the hope we have in His coming. Amen.

Week 1: Hope

READ: JOHN 1:1-18

SING: JOY TO THE WORLD

ASK: WHY DO YOU HAVE HOPE IN JESUS?

family reflections
Advent



Jesus once spoke these words, "I have told you these things, so that in me you may have

peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world." (John

16:33) In the bible, Jesus is also called 'Emmanuel' - which means 'God with us'. Ever since

the world was broken by our sin, God had a plan to send a rescuer to be with us. When life

is hard, we can trust that God has a plan and we can have peace. Read the passage below

to see the first part of God's plan to save the world from sin.

 

 

PRAY: Dear God, we pray that we may find peace as we prepare to celebrate Jesus' birth.

We ask that whatever causes fights or anxiety in our family is peacefully resolved. Help us

see the paths of peace in our lives, and then give us courage to follow them. Lord, let us

remember that you only are the giver of lasting peace and that you are always with us.

Amen.

Week 2: Peace

family reflections

READ: LUKE 1:26-38

SING: O COME, O COME EMMANUEL

ASK: WHAT HARD THINGS IN YOUR LIFE CAN YOU PRAY ABOUT AND 

ASK GOD TO GIVE YOU PEACE?

Advent



A symbolic name (kind of like a nickname) for Jesus is Emmanuel. It means “God with us.”

When the time had come for Emmanuel to be born, the night sky was filled with angels

singing praises and sharing the good news with a group of shepherds. The shepherds ran

to find this long-awaited rescuer. He was there in a manger, perfect and small. This tiny

baby would grow up to save the world and bring people back to God's love. Those around

him were filled with so much joy that they worshipped baby Jesus and told everyone they

found the good news. We can experience the same joy when we remember that God sent

His son to save us, too.

 

 

PRAY: Dear God, thank you for loving us and giving us the gift of your son. May the joy

that comes from knowing you fill our hearts and spread to those around us. Every time we

light the candle of joy, I pray that we remember that true happiness comes from you.

Amen.

Week 3: Joy 

family reflections

READ: LUKE 2:1-20

SING: HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING

ASK: HOW WOULD YOU DESCRIBE 'JOY'? 

            WITH WHO CAN YOU SHARE THE JOY OF GOD'S GIFT OF JESUS TOO?

Advent



"God showed how much He loved us by sending His one and only Son into the world so
that we might have eternal life through Him. This is real love—not that we loved God, but
that He loved us and sent His Son as a sacrifice to take away our sins." (1 John 4:9-10)
 
When we receive the gift of eternal life with God, we are filled with such incredible love
for both Him and for the world around us. It's like we were dead in sin, but now we are
made alive through Jesus! Take the love that you have for God and use it to find ways to
love others around you this Christmas season and beyond.
 

 

PRAY: Dear God, You are so good and so loving. We don't deserve your love and grace, but  
you still extend it to us. I pray that, as we remember the stories of your birth, death, and
resurrection, that we are reminded of our need for you. I pray that we are moved to love
others the way that you love us. Amen.

Week 4: Love 

family reflections

READ: LUKE 23:32-48; LUKE 24:1-7

SING: O HOLY NIGHT

ASK: HOW DO YOU KNOW THAT GOD LOVES YOU? HOW CAN YOU SHOW

             LOVE TO OTHERS?

Advent


