
This is the Word of the Lord – Week 4  
Message Based Curriculum  
 
Opening 

• Begin with a brief welcome and prayer to set the tone for the group time. 
• Introduce the theme: Following Jesus through embracing the gospel and living a life 

of surrender. 
 

Discussion Questions 
1. Get to know each other 

o Share one habit you often bring with you on vacation (good or bad).  
o Does your Bible reading routine change when you’re out of your normal 

routine?  
2. The Bible in Real Life: 

o Read Ephesians 4:12-16 as a group: 
1. In Ephesians 4:12-16, Paul describes the role of the church in 

equipping believers. How have you seen this happen in your spiritual 
community? Try to think of this both in the context of Hope 
Community Church and your small group. 

o Read Philippians 4:10-20 as a group: 
1. Philippians 4:13 is often misquoted. How does the surrounding 

context (verses 10-20) deepen your understanding of its meaning? 
3. The Gospel in Real Life: 

o Sermon Illustration: Ayren shared a story about a homeless man and how 
Scripture he had previously studied led him to act with compassion.  

1. How does spending time in Scripture prepare you for moments of 
obedience? 

2. Can you recall a moment when God’s Word influenced your actions 
unexpectedly? 

 
Bible Reading Tools  

Note for the Leader: Heads up! You’re about to get A LOT of information below this 
point. I doubt your small group will have time to go through all of it. So, I highly 
recommend reading over this portion before you meet and think through which parts 
you want to walk through together as a group and which parts you skip. Maybe even 
consider breaking this up between two weeks of discussion or use it as a way to 
keep the conversation going through the week. Remember! The goal is to connect 
with each other and God… not to get through all the material. If that happens, great! 
But don’t feel any pressure to “check every box”.  

 
 
Practical Application: Tools & Tips (20 Minutes) 
1. Preparing Your Heart and Mind: 

• Reflect: What practices help you approach the Bible with humility and focus? 



2. Finding Time and Space: 
• Discuss: What time of day and location work best for you to read Scripture? 
• Share any routines or accountability practices you’ve used to stay consistent. 

3. Context Matters: 
• Optional activity: Watch the entire BibleProject video to learn about Philippians’ 

historical background (suggested as homework). (Just go to Youtube and search 
“The Bible Project Philippians – it’s about 9 minutes long) 

 
Reflection and Response (10 Minutes) 
Personal Reflection Questions: 

• What’s one change you can make this week to engage with Scripture more 
intentionally? 

• Which of the sermon’s tools or tips will you try? 
Group Prayer: Pray for a renewed hunger for God’s Word, commitment to study, and 
transformation through Scripture. 

 
Takeaway Challenge: 

• Use the color-coded highlighting system to study a passage of Scripture this week 
this week: 

o Orange: What does this passage reveal about God? 
o Green: Are there commands to follow? 
o Yellow: What resonates personally? 

Come ready to share your insights at the next meeting. 
 

Closing 
• Take prayer requests and talk about any steps of accountability you need to take as 

a group.  
 
 
Note to the small group leader from Ayren: 
Hey! I have taken over the responsibility of writing the small group guides for our church. I 
hope it has been useful and practical for your group. As the small group leader, I value your 
feedback. Please send any thoughts, encouragements, or suggestions to 
ayren@gethope.net 
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