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Week 4 Message-Based Curriculum 
Text: 1 John 2:28-3:10  
Opening
· Begin with a brief welcome and prayer to set the tone for the group time.
· Introduce the theme: We're in a season of “Advent,” which means arrival. John reminds us that Jesus has already come once — and He is certainly coming again. The question is: Are we living in a way that prepares us for His return? This week we’re talking about what it means to abide in Christ and practice righteousness as God’s children.

Discussion Questions
CONNECT
· When Christmas starts creeping into stores, homes, and playlists, are you the “YES! It’s here!” person or the “Oh no… not yet.” person? Why?
· What’s something in your life that tends to sneak up on you because you weren’t prepared for it?
· Growing up, what was something you were told about God, faith, or Christianity that sounded almost true… but turned out not to be accurate?

DISCOVER
Read 1 John 2:28-3:10 together 
· What stood out to you from this passage or from the sermon?
· Which word or phrase felt the most personal or challenging?
· Again, John is telling us to abide. Last week, we talked about why abiding is important for our daily walk with Jesus, but why is John associating the idea with Christ’s return? Explain. 
· In v. 3:1-3, John looks at the fact that God calls us His children to reveal a new facet of His love for us. How does this way of relating to God help us understand His love a little differently? 
· Think about the way a good parent loves their child. As a group, list 10 ways that this could help us understand how God loves us. (In other words, what are the traits of a loving parent?) 
· The word “practice” can mean a lot. What does John mean when he says to “practice” righteousness or “practice” sin?
REFLECTION
· When you think about Jesus returning, do you feel excited, uncertain, or nervous? Why do you think that is? 
· If Jesus came back today, do you think you would shrink back in shame or step forward in confidence? 

GROUP PRAYER 
This week, we are going to tie our prayer requests to what we’ve been talking about: 
· In hindsight, were there any opportunities to practice righteousness in the past week where you dropped the ball? 
· Are there any opportunities coming up soon where your righteousness could be tested? This could be a prime chance to intentionally choose to live the life God would have you live. 
· Pray that through each of these situations, we would live and walk in the way of righteousness over sinfulness. 

CLOSING

· End by reminding the group: We are God’s children now, and we are becoming who we will one day fully be when we see Him face to face. Until then — keep abiding, keep practicing, keep becoming.
· Preview next week’s passage: 1 John 3:11-24
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